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Appendix I: Human Rights Watch Letter to Chinese 
Foreign Minister Wang Yi 
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Appendix II: Human Rights Watch Letter to the Executive 
Office of the Secretary-General 
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Appendix III: Response Letter from the Executive Office of 
the Secretary-General 

 
30 August 2017 
 
(1) What human rights issues have been raised with China by the Secretary-General or 
other UN officials in the Executive Office of the Secretary-General since January 1, 
2017, and how has the EOSG followed up on those issues with China?  
 
(2) How would you assess the implementation of Human Rights Up Front with respect 
to China? Has it been effective?  
 
The Secretary-General undertakes both private and public diplomacy on human rights 
issues. This is a key area of priority for the Secretary-General who has on a number of 
occasions, notably in his remarks to both the Human Rights Council and to the Security 
Council earlier this year, underscored that the protection and promotion of human rights is 
the most important tool for prevention. Human Rights-related issues are being regularly 
reviewed at the Executive Committee’s meetings, chaired by the Secretary-General. 
 
The Secretary-General has full confidence in the Office of the High Commissioner for 
Human Rights (OHCHR) and fully supports the Office’s engagement on country-specific 
human rights concerns.  
 
The Secretary-General has reiterated his commitment to Human Rights up Front, including 
through a recent letter to all United Nations staff. The Initiative is central to the Secretary-
General’s vision of fostering an integrated cross-pillar approach that sees sustainable 
development, peace and security and human rights efforts joined up to prioritize 
prevention and identify constructive system-wide entry points to react earlier, and more 
effectively, to human rights concerns. 
 
EOSG continues to identify constructive entry points to address human rights issues, 
including within the framework of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). We look 
forward to our continued cooperation with leading civil society organizations such as 
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Human Rights Watch and to your suggestions on possible points of collaboration.  
 
(3) Is the UN considering any specific new measures to better protect civil society 
activists from harassment while participating in UN human rights mechanisms on UN 
premises? If so, what specific types of measures?  
 
(4) In the case of the April 2017 removal from the UN compound of accredited Uyghur 
activist Dolkun Isa, has the Executive Office of the Secretary-General taken any steps 
to investigate or follow up on the civil society complaint sent to the Secretary-
General’s office? Has the Assistant Secretary General with responsibility for reprisals 
taken up Isa's case? Were concerns about his removal raised with the Chinese 
delegation? What role did the Department of Economic and Social Affairs, led by 
senior Chinese diplomat Wu Hongbo, and specifically the NGO Branch, play in the 
decision to remove Isa? 
 
The Secretary-General has been emphatic that Member States must ensure that human 
rights defenders are able to engage with the United Nations without fear of reprisal. Acts of 
intimidation and reprisals against those seeking to cooperate or having cooperated with 
the United Nations are unacceptable. 
 
The upcoming report of the Secretary-General to the thirty-sixth session of the Human 
Rights Council on Cooperation with the United Nations, its representatives and 
mechanisms in the field of human rights (pursuant to Human Rights Council resolution 
12/2) will highlight recent developments within the United Nations system on the issue of 
reprisals and present the activities and efforts of the system to address intimidation and 
reprisals against those seeking to cooperate - or having cooperated - with the United 
Nations, its representatives and mechanisms on human rights.  
 
Moreover, as this is a system-wide endeavor, the Office of the High Commissioner for 
Human Rights (OHCHR) will be best placed to provide further input on the measures 
adopted by the various human rights mechanisms to this end. 
 
As far as the case of Mr Isa is concerned, EOSG is fully aware of the situation. A well-
established procedure, incorporating the necessary safeguards, is in place to address 
such incidents should they arise in the future.   
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Appendix IV: Human Rights Watch Letter to the 
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner 

for Human Rights (OHCHR) 
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Appendix V: Response Letter from the Office of 
the United Nations High Commissioner for 

Human Rights (OHCHR) 
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Appendix VI: Human Rights Watch Letter to the Chair of 
Treaty Bodies  
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Appendix VII: Response Letter from the Chair of Treaty 
Bodies 

Dear Ms. Richardson,  
 
I wish to acknowledge with thanks receipt of your letter dated 31 July 2017.  
 
As you are aware, the human rights treaty bodies take very seriously the issue of reprisals 
against any stakeholders cooperating with them. For this reason the Chairpersons of all 
treaty bodies endorsed in 2015 the Guidelines against Intimidation or Reprisals (“San José 
Guidelines”).  
 
http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=HRI/
MC/2015/6&Lang=en).  
 
These Guidelines provide measures for each treaty body to take action when necessary in 
order to prevent and protect persons from reprisals in the context of its own work but also 
within the larger United Nations framework to protect individuals and groups from 
reprisals when cooperating with the organization. Every year, the Annual meeting of Treaty 
Bodies' Chairpersons includes a standard item in its program of work on the update of the 
implementation of the San José Guidelines.   
 
The human rights treaty bodies enormously value the long-standing contribution of civil 
society organizations to their work. In fact, we are fully convinced that we would not be 
able to fully discharge our functions without the systematic cooperation of CSOs. We have 
made all efforts to ensure that there is no negative interference with this cooperation and 
we can assure you we will continue to do so.  
 
I thank you for your kind interest in the work of the human rights treaty bodies and for all 
your support.    
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Yours sincerely,    
Virgínia Brás Gomes  
Técnica Superior 

 

Gabinete Diretor-Geral 
Chair UN Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 
Virginia.B.Gomes@seg-social.pt  
  
Largo do Rato, 1 - 1269-144 - Lisboa  
Tel: (+351) 21 595 29 90 | Voip: 32005 | Fax: (+351) 21 595 29 92 

 
Se recebeu esta mensagem por engano, por favor avise o remetente e elimine-a de imediato. 
Antes de imprimir pense na sua responsabilidade e compromisso com o MEIO AMBIENTE.  
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Appendix VIII: Human Rights Watch Letter to the 
Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) 
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Appendix IX: Human Rights Watch Letter to the President 
of the Human Rights Council 
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Appendix X: Human Rights Watch Letter to the UN 
Coordination Committee of Special Procedures 
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Appendix XI: Response Letter from the UN Coordination 
Committee of Special Procedures 
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