
 

 

 

Appendix I 
 

October 13, 2016 
 
 
Dear Dr. XXXX:  
 
I am a researcher at Human Rights Watch, an 
international non-governmental research and 
advocacy organization.  
 
Human Rights Watch conducts research on a range of issues in more 
than 90 countries around the world, including the United States, where 
we are headquartered. Our research is designed to be objective, and 
take into account all perspectives so that we can conduct accurate legal 
and policy analysis.  
 
I am currently undertaking a research project focusing on the experiences 
of intersex people in the United States. Specifically, we are interested in 
hearing from practitioners about medical care options available for 
intersex infants (or infants with DSD) and the advice and information 
provided to their parents. To better understand the experience of intersex 
children and their parents, we seek to interview healthcare providers such 
as yourself about the care and information you and your colleagues 
provide. We are also interested in interviewing any patients of yours, or 
their parents, to learn about their experiences living with intersex 
conditions and seeking care.  
 
We are able to meet with you in person or on the phone at a mutually 
convenient time. The results of our research projects are public reports 
that are available in print and online. We are willing to anonymize the 
information you share with us and if you prefer, we can assure any 
information you share with Human Rights Watch is featured without any 
identifying characteristics, including name, location, exact date of the 

350 Fifth Avenue, 34th Floor 
New York, NY 10118-3299 
Tel: +1-212-290-4700 
Fax: +1-212-736-1300; 917-591-3452 

 

AMSTERDAM   · BEIRUT   · BERLIN · BRUSSELS · CHICAGO  · GENEVA · JOHANNESBURG  ·  KIEV   ·   LONDON · LOS ANGELES · MOSCOW ·  NAIROBI  · NEW YORK ·   
PARIS   ·  SAN FRANCISCO · SÃO PAULO  ·  SILICON VALLEY  · STOCKHOLM  · SYDNEY  · TOKYO   · TORONTO · WASHINGTON  · ZÜRICH 

Kenneth Roth, Executive Director 

D e p u t y  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r s  

Michele Alexander, Development and Global Initiatives  

Nicholas Dawes, Media 

Iain Levine, Program 

Chuck Lustig, Operations 

Bruno Stagno Ugarte, Advocacy 

 

Emma Daly, Communications Director 

Dinah PoKempner, General Counsel 

James Ross, Legal and Policy Director 

D i v i s i o n  a n d  P r o g r a m  D i r e c t o r s  

Brad Adams, Asia 

Daniel Bekele, Africa 

Maria McFarland Sánchez-Moreno, United States 

Alison Parker, United States 

José Miguel Vivanco, Americas 

Sarah Leah Whitson, Middle East and North Africa 

Hugh Williamson, Europe and Central Asia 

 

Shantha Rau Barriga, Disability Rights  

Peter Bouckaert, Emergencies 

Zama Coursen-Neff, Children’s Rights 

Richard Dicker, International Justice 

Bill Frelick, Refugees’ Rights 

Arvind Ganesan, Business and Human Rights 

Liesl Gerntholtz, Women’s Rights 

Steve Goose, Arms  

Diederik Lohman, acting, Health and Human Rights 

Graeme Reid, Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Rights 

A d v o c a c y  D i r e c t o r s  

Maria Laura Canineu, Brazil 

Louis Charbonneau, United Nations, New York 

Kanae Doi, Japan 

John Fisher, United Nations, Geneva 

Meenakshi Ganguly, South Asia 

Bénédicte Jeannerod, France 

Lotte Leicht, European Union 

Sarah Margon, Washington, DC 

David Mepham, United Kingdom 

Wenzel Michalski, Germany   

Elaine Pearson, Australia 

B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s  

Hassan Elmasry, Co-Chair 

Robert Kissane, Co-Chair 
Michael Fisch, Vice-Chair 

Oki Matsumoto, Vice-Chair 

Amy Rao, Vice-Chair 
Amy Towers, Vice-Chair 

Catherine Zennström, Vice-Chair 

Michael Fisch, Treasurer 

Bruce Rabb, Secretary 

Karen Herskovitz Ackman 

Akwasi Aidoo 

Jorge Castañeda 

Michael E. Gellert 

Leslie Gilbert-Lurie 

Paul Gray 

Betsy Karel 

David Lakhdhir 

Kimberly Marteau Emerson 

Joan R. Platt 

Neil Rimer 

Shelley Frost Rubin 

Ambassador Robin Sanders 

Jean-Louis Servan-Schreiber 

Sidney Sheinberg 

Bruce Simpson 

Donna Slaight 

Siri Stolt-Nielsen 

Darian W. Swig 

Makoto Takano 

Peter Visser 

Marie Warburg 

 



interview, and other possibly identifying aspects. We have undertaken the Ethical Review 
Board process operated by Physicians for Human Rights to ensure this research is carried 
out with the highest standards of professional care.  
 
We recognize that this can be a polarizing and difficult topic, and our aim is to ensure that 
our research is objective and that it fully captures the whole range of different perspectives 
at play.  
 
I am based in New York City, and available to answer any questions you might have in 
advance of arranging an interview. I can be reached at kyle.knight@hrw.org, or 917-794-6690.  
 
I look forward to hearing from you regarding this meeting.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

  
Kyle Knight  
Researcher, Human Rights Watch 
 
 
 
  



 

Appendix II 
 
January 18, 2017  
 

Dear Dr. XXXX:  
 

We wrote on October 13, 2016 requesting an 
interview regarding your clinic’s practices with patients with disorders of 
sex development for an ongoing research project, and this letter is a follow 
up request to provide information in writing. 
 
As mentioned in our previous correspondence, Human Rights Watch is 
attempting to gain a wide range of perspectives to incorporate into our 
report—a methodology we apply in all of our research. You can see examples 
of our research on a range of issues on our website at www.hrw.org.  
 
Two examples of health-specific projects we have recently conducted are 
“No Time to Waste” – Evidence-Based Treatment for Drug Dependence at 
the United States Veterans Administration Department of Veterans 
Affairs,1 and Care When There Is No Cure – Ensuring the Right to Palliative 
Care in Mexico. 2 
 
For this project, we are attempting to gather a wide range of perspectives 
on the following topics, and we would appreciate your responses to the 
questions below by February 10, 2017:  

• What is the process for communicating with parents regarding their 
child’s intersex (DSD) diagnosis and treatment options?  

• In addition to speaking with doctors and nurses, what resources 
exist for parents to learn about their child’s condition?  

                                                           
1 “No Time to Waste” can be found at https://www.hrw.org/report/2014/06/30/no-time-waste/evidence-based-
treatment-drug-dependence-united-states-veterans 
2 Care When There Is no Cure can be found at 
http://features.hrw.org/features/HRW_2014_report/Mexico_Care_When_There_Is_No_Cure/index.html 
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• What cases are considered to be candidates for surgery (genital or gonadal)? 

• If a child is considered a candidate for surgery, how is the option of surgery 
presented to parents?  

• If parents opt not to have surgery, what advice and resources are provided to them?  

• For patients who have undergone surgeries in your clinic, what follow-up is advised 
and conducted?  

 
If you would prefer to speak on the phone instead, please feel free to contact me to 
arrange a time.  
 
As mentioned in our prior correspondence, Human Rights Watch is interested in 
interviewing people with DSDs who have undergone various treatments, in particular 
related surgeries. This is so that we can establish how the procedures have impacted their 
lives—including their ability to live openly according to their gender identity, form 
relationships, establish a positive self-concept, access ongoing healthcare, and engage in 
employment. We would be happy to have you share our contact information with any of 
your current and/or former patients who might be interested in speaking with us. We are 
particularly interested in interviewing individuals with DSDs who are pleased with the 
surgical interventions they received as children. 
 
As reflected in the reports linked above, all of our interviews, with patients or providers, will 
be anonymized and are conducted with full informed consent regarding our objectives and 
methodology.  We are keen for our report to contain a wide range of perspectives on these 
issues, and we understand the topics can be polarizing and challenging. Please consider 
participating so that your expertise and experience can be reflected in our research.  
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
Kyle Knight 
Researcher, Human Rights Watch  
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