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Who are we?

HUMAN
RIGHTS
WATCH

We are called Human Rights Watch.

We work to make sure everyone in the world
is treated fairly and gets their rights.

What is this report about?

This report is about education
for people with disabilities in Russia.

We looked at what is happening with this.

We spoke to lots of people with disabilities,
families, the government and other people.

This report tells you:
e what is happening

e what we think should happen next




What is happening in Russia?

Many children with disabilities in Russia
do not get a good education.

Some children with disabilities
get no education at all.

Special schools

Many children who do get an education
have to go to special schools.

These schools are often far away from home.

This can be hard for children with disabilities
and their families.

Children in special schools may not learn
the same things as other children.



The law says children with disabilities
can go to the same schools as other children.

But they often have to go to special schools.

This may be because:

e schools say no to them

e school buildings are hard to get into

¢ teachers and staff do not have the right
skills to support them

o staff tell parents that their child
should go to a special school.

Many parents think they have to do
what these people say

e children and their parents do not get
good information about their rights
and choices




Staying at home

Some children with disabilities stay at home
to study.

The law says they can study at home
if they want.

But many children with disabilities
do not have much choice.

For example, they may find it hard
to leave the house because:

e there are no lifts or ramps
in their building

e transport is hard to use

Teachers visit these children at home
but only a few times a week.

Many children said they find this difficult
and that they feel alone.



Homes for children with disabilities

Many children with disabilities do not live with
a family.

They live in homes with other children.
They are looked after by staff.

Some children in these homes get a bit of
education. But many do not.

There can be many reasons for this.
For example:

¢ there are not enough teachers
in the homes

e the homes are far away from the rest
of the community

o staff put some children with disabilities
into rooms where they have to lie down
all day




Education at university

It can be hard for young people
with disabilities to get a good education
at places like university.

This may be because:

e they did not get a good education
at school first

¢ staff cannot support them in the right way

All of this means that
many people with disabilities
do not get a good education.

This can cause big problems later on.

For example, it can be harder for them
to get a job or be part of their communities.
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What the government is doing

The law in Russia says that every child
has the right to an education.

The government also agreed
that everyone with disabilities should get:

e a good education in their community
like everyone else

¢ the support they need to do well

The government is changing the laws
and rules about education.

This is to make sure all children
get a good education.

Some things are changing.

For example it is now easier

for children with disabilities to go to

some schools.

But there is still much more to do.



What should happen next

We want the government in Russia
to make sure that all people with disabilities
can:

e get a good education in the same places
as people without a disability

e mix with other children
and learn the same things together

e get the support they need to do well.

This may be support to learn
or other things they need

e have a real choice about their education
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The government in Russia should make sure
that people with disabilities:

e are not forced to stay at home
because of problems leaving their building
or bad transport

e are not shut in homes far away
from their community

e get good information about their rights

e know what to do if they do not get
their rights

e can have a say in what the
government does about education
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The government in Russia should also
make sure that:

¢ laws and rules say the right things
about education for people with disabilities

e teachers and staff have the right skills
and training to support
people with disabilities

e schools have enough money to support
people with disabilities in the right way

e school buildings are easy
for people with disabilities to use

e people with disabilities get information
and support about jobs
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The government in Russia should also
make sure that:

e people are checking to make sure
education for people with disabilities
is getting better

¢ there is good information about
people with disabilities in school

e schools can get in trouble if they say no
to children with disabilities

e more people in Russia know about
what people with disabilities can do

We also think that other countries should help
Russia do what they need to do.
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